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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

• Specification 

As indicated in the previous Office Action, the specification was objected to as failing to 
provide proper antecedent basis for the claimed subject matter: an Updating part, a sending part as 
in claim 7, an action information sending part as in claim 8, a defining part, a registering part, a member 
information obtaining part as in Claim 9, and an excluding part as in claim 19. 

In response to the objection, applicants directs the examiner to Page 5 Lines 29-31 and 
Page 9 Lines 26-29, which describe the functions of the system but not the structure of the 
system, especially the structure of the system with respect to an updating part, a sending part as in 
claim 7, an action information sending part as in claim 8, a defining part, a registering part, a member 
information obtaining part as in claim 9, and an excluding part as in claim 19. In light of the provided 
evidences, an updating part, a sending part as in claim 7, an action information sending part as in claim 
8, a defining part, a registering part, a member information obtaining part as in claim 9, and an excluding 
part as in claim 19 are considered as software or modules that perform functions. 

In view of the foregoing arguments, the objection to the specification is sustained. 

• Claim Rejections - 35 USC $ 1 01 

A. Applicants' arguments, see Remarks (Page 8 Line 22-Page 9 Line 6), filed 
01/19/07, with respect to rejection of claims 1-6 under 35 U.S.C. § 101 have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. The rejection of claim 1-6 has been withdrawn. 

B. Applicants' arguments with respect to the rejection of claims 7, 8 and 19 under 35 
U.S.C. § 101 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
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As argued by applicants: 

(1) At page 9 with respect to claims 7 and 8 

The Examiner alleged that claims 7 and 8 recite a center site and a service site and fail to identify 
the physical structure of the system in terms of its hardware or hardware and software combination. 
According to the Examiner, the center site and service site, as claimed, comprise only functional 
software. 

Applicants respectfully submit that claims 7 and 8 are statutory. Nothing in Applicants' claims or 
specification supports the Examiner's allegation that the center site and the service site comprise only 
functional software. Moreover, the claims clearly recite additional hardware. For example, claim 7 
recites, "an updating part, " which could clearly be a hardware component or a combination of 
hardware and software. Similarly, claim 8 recites, "an action information sending part, "which could 
clearly be a hardware component or a combination of hardware and software. 

(2) At page 9 with respect to claim 19 

Similarly, claim 19 is statutory, as nothing in Applicants' claims or specification supports the 
Examiner's allegation that the web site system comprises only functional software. Further, the "parts" 
recited in claim 19 could clearly be hardware components or a combination of hardware and software. 
The web site system clearly produces a useful, concrete, and tangible result, as it registers a region to 
the database and produces information that excludes places from a single region that is registered. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

(1) The "updating part" as recited in claim 7 is not hardware. As provided by applicants 
in the Remarks with respect to the "updating part" (Remarks, Page 8 Lines 5-12), the specification 

clearly states, "the center site 10 updates the member information database 13 based on the price, the grade, and 

the like of the pizza informed from the service site A. This description clearly illustrate software is used to 
update the member information. In addition, the hardware configuration of the center site is 
shown in FIG. 10. There is no illustration of "updating part" according to FIG. 10. 

Similarly, "an action information sending part" as recited in claim 8 is not hardware. As 

described in the Specification (Page 9 Lines 21-32), the service site A generates screen information and 
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displays a screen based on the screen information. The user refers to the screen and makes an order of a pizza 
(SI 4). The service site A informs a price, a grade and the like of the pizza to the portal site 1 1 in the center site 10 
(SI 5). The center site 10 updates the member information database 13 based on the price, the grade and the like of 

the pizza informed from the service site A. This description clearly illustrate software is used to update 

the member information database. 

In view of the foregoing arguments, the center site and service site as recited in claims 7 
and 8 comprises software per se. Software per se is not a series of steps or acts and thus is not 
a process. Software per se is not a physical article or object and as such is not a machine or 
manufacture. Software per se is not a combination of substances and therefore is not a 
composition of matter. Because software per se is not one of the four categories of invention, 
therefore claims 7-10 are non-statutory. 

(2) The web site system as recited in claim 19 does not produces a tangible result 
because the claimed web site system fails to produce a result that is limited to having real world 
value rather than a result that may be interpreted to be abstract in nature as, for example, a 
thought, a computation, or manipulated data. More specifically, the claimed subject matter 

provides f 0 r specifying places to be excluded and excluding said places from said single region registered by said registering 

part. This produced result remains in the abstract and, thus, fails to achieve the required status 
of having real world value. 

• Claim Rejections - 35 USC 5 112 

Applicants' arguments with respect to the rejection of claims 12 and 19 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 1 12, first paragraph, have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of claims 
12 and 19 under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first paragraph, has been withdrawn. 
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• Claim Rejections - 35 USC $ 102 

Applicants' arguments with respect to the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102 have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

As argued by applicants 

(1) At Page 10 Lines 1-10: 

Applicants respectfully submit that independent claims 1, 11, 12, and 19 are patentable over 
Naidoo, as Naidoo fails to disclose, a "member information database including member information 
including a home address and a proximal station, " as recited in claim 1, for example. 

On page 5 of the Office Action, the Examiner alleged that Naidoo 's "geographic location 
information" is tantamount to the present invention's "proximal station. "Applicants respectfully 
submit that Naidoo f s geographic location information simply identifies location, for example, a work 
address. In contrast, the present invention's proximate station names a station. Therefore, the above- 
identified claims are patentable over the reference. As dependent claims 2-4 depend from independent 
claim 1, the dependent claims are patentable over the reference for at least the reasons presented for 
independent claim 1. 

(2) At Page 10 Lines 11-18: 

Further, Applicants respectfully submit that a proximal station based on geographical location 
information (that is, the nearest station in a straight distance) is not always convenient for a member. 
Firstly, for example, if there is a river from the member to the nearest station in the straight distance, 
another station may be convenient for the member to reach in shorter time than going to the nearest 
station. Secondly, in a circumstance requiring a train transfer, the member may prefer to use another 
station concerning the train transfer rather than the nearest station. Finally, the member may 
, frequently use a particular shop, bank, business place, or such on the way to another station. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

(1) As disclosed by Naidoo, the Web server 120 includes registration database as a 

member information database (Col. 7 Lines 50-52). Registration database stores USer Or member 

information including home address and other geographic location information (Col. 8 Lines 25-35). 
Geographic location information corresponds to a geographic area having the scope of a 
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specified geographic level (Col. 9 Lines 27-31). Geographic levels include neighborhoods, 
school districts, school boundaries and trade areas (Col. 9 Lines 12-14). The Naidoo teaching of 
the geographic location information included in the registration database such as a 
neighborhood, a school district, a school boundary or a trade area indicates a place located 
close or next to the home address or proximal station. 

(2) In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., a 

proximal station based on geographical location information (that is, the nearest station in a straight distance) is 
not always convenient for a member. Firstly, for example, if there is a river from the member to the nearest station 
in the straight distance, another station may be convenient for the member to reach in shorter time than going to the 
nearest station. Secondly, in a circumstance requiring a train transfer, the member may prefer to use another station 
concerning the train transfer rather than the nearest station. Finally, the member may frequently use a particular 
shop, bank business place, or such on the way to another station ) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). 

Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification 
are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181 , 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 
1993). 

In view of the foregoing arguments, the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102 is sustained. 

• Claim Rejections - 35 USC $ 103 

Applicants' arguments with respect to the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103 have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

As argued by applicants 

Applicants respectfully submit that independent claims 7 and 8 are patentable over Dedrick in view of 
Naidoo as neither Dedrick nor Naidoo teaches or suggests a member information database including 
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member information including a home address and a proximal station, as recited in claim /, for 
example. 

Therefore, as neither Naidoo nor Dedrick teaches or suggests the above-identified feature of the 
claims, independent claims 7 and 8 are patentable over the references. As dependent claims 9 and 10 
depend from independent claim 8, the dependent claims 9 and 10 are patentable over the references 
for at least the reasons presented for the independent claims. Therefore, withdrawal of the rejection is 
respectfully requested. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

As disclosed by Dedrick at Col. 9 Lines 25-34, USER PROFILE DATABASE is a member 
information database. As further disclosed by Dedrick at Col. 5 Lines 50-59, the member 
information includes mailing address as home address. The missing of Dedrick is a proximal station. 

As discussed above with respect to the rejection under 102, Naidoo teaches a proximal 
station included in the member information. Therefore, claims 7 and 9 are unpatentable over 
Naidoo and Dedrick under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as indicated in the previous Office Action. 

In view of the foregoing arguments, the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103 is sustained. 

Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction of the 
following is required: an updating part, a sending part as in claim 7, an action information sending part as 
in claim 8, a defining part, a registering part, a member information obtaining part as in claim 9, and an 
excluding part as in claim 1 9. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 7-10 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 7-10 recite a center site and a service site. The center site and service site as recited in 
claims 7 and 8 comprises software per se. Software per se is not a series of steps or acts and 
thus is not a process. Software per se is not a physical article or object and as such is not a 
machine or manufacture. Software per se is not a combination of substances and therefore is 
not a composition of matter. Because software per se is not one of the four categories of 
invention, therefore claims 7-10 are non-statutory. 

Claim 19 is directed to a web site system. This claimed subject matter lacks a practical 
application of a judicial exception (law of nature, abstract idea, naturally occurring 
article/phenomenon) since it fails to produce a tangible result. Specifically, the claimed subject 

r 

matter does not produce a tangible result because the claimed web site system fails to produce a 
result that is limited to having real world value rather than a result that may be interpreted to be 
abstract in nature as, for example, a thought, a computation, or manipulated data. More 

Specifically, the Claimed subject matter provides for specifying places to be excluded and excluding said places 
from said single region registered by said registering part. This produced result remains in the abstract and, 

.thus, fails to achieve the required status of having real world value. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4, 11, 12 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Naidoo [USP 6,629,136 B1]. 

Regarding Claim 1, Naidoo teaches a web site system including a center site and a plurality of service sites 
accessible through said center site (Web Server 120 is a center site (FIG. 1). Telephone directories, medical 
services, chat room services, email services and other websites that are linked to the Web Server as 
service sites accessible through center site (Col. 5, Lines 44-55)), said web site system comprising: 

a member information database managed in said center site and storing member information (User 
Registration Database 126 as member information database is managed by Web Server 120 
(Col. 7, Lines 43-45). User Registration Database stores member information (Col. 8, Lines 60- 
63)), wherein: 

said member information database stores the member information obtained through said center site or 
said plurality of the service sites (Col. 8, Lines 25-27), in which the member information includes a home 
address and a proximal station when the member information is registered to said information database 
(registration information includes user home address and other geographic location, e.g., 
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neighborhood, a school district, a school boundary or a trade area, as proximal station (Col. 8, 



Lines 27-35, Col. 9, Lines 12-31)) 



to retrieve information available in both a predetermined range of the home address and a predetermined range of 
the proximal station (The purpose is to retrieve information from a predetermined range of the home address (Col. 



10, Lines 48-52), and a predetermined range of the proximal station (Col. 10, Lines 57-58)). 



Regarding Claim 11, NaidOO teaches a method to search information, said method conducted by one of 



service sites in a web site system including a center site and said service sites accessible through said center site (Web 



Server 120 is a center site. User Node 100 is one of service sites (FIG. 1). Telephone directories, medical 



services, chat room services, email services and other websites that are linked to the Web Server as 



service sites accessible through center site (Col. 5, Lines 44-55)), said method comprising: 



storing member information in which the member information includes a home address and a proximal 
station when the member information is registered (registration information includes user home address 



and other geographic location, e.g., neighborhood, a school district, a school boundary or a 



trade area, as proximal station (Col. 8, Lines 27-35, Col. 9, Lines 19-25)) 



to retrieve information available in both a predetermined range of the home address and a 
predetermined range of the proximal station 2 (The purpose is to retrieve information from a 



predetermined range of the home address (Col. 1 0, Lines 48-52), and a predetermined range of the proximal 



station (Col. 10, Lines 57-58)); and 



1 As set forth in MPEP 21 1 1 .04: 

('A) " adapted to " or "adapted tor " clauses; 

(B) ** wherein " clnuses- and 

( C~' ) " whereby " clnuses. 
The determination of whether each of these clauses is a limitation in a claim depends 
on the specific liicts of the case. In I/offer- v. Adiat-osc*/t Corp.? 405 F.3d 1326, 1329, 
74 USPQ2d 1481, 1483 (Fed.. Cir. 2005), the court held that when a "whereby* clause 
states a condition that is material to patentability , it cannot Lie igj^ored in order to change 
the substance of the invention. " Id. However, the court noted (quoting .Minron v. AVir 7 
.4ss fi of Sect tt-i Tics Dealers. Inc., 336 F.3d 1373. 1381. 67 USPQ2d 16 14 r 1 620 CFed. 
Cir. 2003» that a "whereby clause in a method claim is not given weight when it simply 
expresses the intended result of n process step positively recited."' Ict.'~- 



The Clause to retrieve information available in both a predetermined range of the home address and a predetermined range of the proximal station simply 
expresses the intended result of the step storing member information. Examiner respectfully suggests applicants replacing the 
intended use clause by a positive statement that discloses the claimed invention. 
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providing information suitable for a service type by changing a search region for each service type (Col. 1 2, 
Lines 14-55). 

Regarding claim 12, Naidoo teaches method to search information, said method conducted by 
one of service sites in a web site system including a center site and said service sites accessible through 
said center site, said method comprising: 

registering a service region for each shop providing a service to a user (Col. 1 0, Lines 5-27); 

registering a home address and a proximal station (registration information includes user home address 

and other geographic location, e.g., neighborhood, a school district, a school boundary or a 
trade area, as proximal station (Col. 8, Lines 27-35, Col. 9, Lines 19-25)) 

to retrieve information available in both a predetermined range of the home address and a predetermined range of 
the proximal station which are defined as a search range 3 (The purpose is to retrieve information from a 

predetermined range of the home address (Col. 10, Lines 48-52), and a predetermined range of the proximal 

station (Col. 10, Lines 57-58)); and 

searching shops based on the service region and the search range, so that information related to one shop located 
in the search range is not retrieved in said searching when the registered service region of the one shop is out of a search 
range (Col. 10, Lines 53-63). 

Regarding claim 19, NaidOO teaches a web site system comprising a center site and servicesites accessible 
through said center site, where the center site comprises a member information database (Web Server 1 20 is a center site, 
(FIG. 1). Telephone directories, medical services, chat room services, email services and other websites 
that are linked to the Web Server as service sites accessible through center site (Col. 5, Lines 44-55). User 



2 

See footnote 1 . 

3 

See footnote 1 . 

4 

See footnote 1 . 
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Registration Database 126 as member information database is managed by Web Server 120 (Col. 7, Lines 
43-45)), said member information database comprising: 

a defining part defining a plurality of places as a (Col. 8, Lines 32-41); 

a registering part registering said single region to said member information database (Col. 8, Lines 25-27 and 
Col. 7, Lines 43-45); and 

an excluding part specifying places to be excluded and excluding said places from said single region registered by 
said registering part (Col. 10, Lines 53-63). 

Regarding claim 2, Naidoo teaches all of the claimed subject matter as discussed above 
with respect to Claim 1, Naidoo further discloses when the user accesses one service site of the plurality 
of service sites through said center site, said center site retrieves the member information corresponding to the 
user from said member information database and sends the member information including a search range, to 
said one service site (Col. 1 0, Lines 53-63). 

Regarding claim 3, Naidoo teaches all of the claimed subject matter as discussed above 
With respect to Claim 2, NaidOO further discloses center site retrieves the member information of the user 
from said member information database, classifies the member information, and sends a class of the member 
information as a part of or as the entire member information (Col. 9, Line 9-Col. 10, Line 27). 

Regarding claim 4, Naidoo teaches all of the claimed subject matter as discussed above 
with respect to Claim 1 , NaidOO further discloses center site sends member W information to one oj the 
plurality of service sites corresponding to the user, where said one of the service sites retrieves the member information 
including the search range of the user from said center site by using said member ID information (Col . 8, Lines 60-63 
and Col. 12, Lines 5-55). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 

under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims 

was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 

evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 

the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 

invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(c) 

and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dedrick [USP 5,717,923] in view of Naidoo [USP 6,629,136 B1]. 

Regarding claim 7, Dedrick teaches a system for dynamically customizing electronic 
information. The system as taught by Dedrick has a center site including a member information 
database storing member information (Dedrick, FIG. 3, METERING SERVER as center site including a 
member information database, e.g., USER PROFILE DAT 'ABASE, storing member information, e.g., 

profile data). The METERING SERVER comprising: 

an updating part updating said member information in response to each action performed by a user at 
service sites (Dedrick, Col. 6, Lines 53-63); 
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a sending part sending the member information, when the user accesses one of the service sites or when 
any one of said service sites inquires as to the member information (Dedrick, Col. 7, Lines 35-56); 

wherein each member information from said service sites connected to said center site is stored in said 
member information database (Dedrick, Col. 9, Lines 25-34) and said member information database is a 
single database for said service sites (Dedrick, Col. 9, Lines 25-34, USER PROFILE DATABASE is a 
single database for consumption devices as service sites served by METERING SERVER), in 
which said each member information includes a home address (Dedrick, Col. 5, Lines 50-59, mailing 
address is home address). 

The missing of Dedrick is a proximal station included in the member information, and the 
purpose is to retrieve information available in both a predetermined range of the home address and a 
predetermined range of the proximal station which are defined as a search range 5 . 

Naidoo teaches a technique of searching localized content to users corresponding to users' 
geographic area. Naidoo further discloses a proximal station included in the member information 
(registration information includes user home address and other geographic location, e.g., 
neighborhood, a school district, a school boundary or a trade area, as proximal station (Col. 8, 
Lines 27-35, Col. 9, Lines 12-31)) and the purpose is to retrieve information available in both a 
predetermined range of the home address and a predetermined range of the proximal station which are defined 
as a search range (Naidoo, Col. 10, Lines 48-52 and Col. 10, Lines 57-58). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to include the proximal station and the searching technique as taught by Naidoo into Dedrick system in 
order to search for a particular area using the mailing address. 

Regarding claim 8, Dedrick teaches a system for dynamically customizing electronic 
information. The system as taught by Dedrick has a service site accessible titrough a center site (Dedrick, 
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FIG. 1, CLIENT SYSTEM as a service site accessible through a METERING SERVER as centersite) 
including a member information database storing member information (Dedrick, FIG. 3, METERING 
SERVER including a member information database, e.g., USER PROFILE DAT ABASE, storing member 
information, e.g., profile data). The CLIENT SYTSEM further comprising: 

an action information sending part sending information concerning an action of a user to update said 
member information database when the user performs the action at said service site, the action is made for the 
information retrieved (Dedrick, Col. 7, Lines 23-25 and Col. 7, Lines 35-56), 

wherein said member information of said member information database in said center site is updated by 
and shared with other service sites accessible through said center site (USER PROFILE DATABASE is 
updated by and shared with other CLIENT SYSTEMS), 

and said member information includes a home address (Dedrick, Col. 5, Lines 50-59, mailing 
address is home address)] 

The missing of Dedrick is a proximal station included in the member information, and the 
purpose is to retrieve information available in both a predetermined range of the home address and a , 
predetermined range of the proximal station which are defined as a search range, and the information is 
retrieved based on the search range. 

Naidoo teaches a technique of searching localized content to users corresponding to users' 
geographic area. Naidoo further discloses Naidoo further discloses a proximal station included in the 
member information (registration information includes user home address and other geographic 
location, e.g., neighborhood, a school district, a school boundary or a trade area, as proximal 
station (Col. 8, Lines 27-35, Col. 9, Lines 12-31)), and the purpose is to retrieve information available in 
both a predetermined range of the home address and a predetermined range of the proximal station which are 
defined as a search range and the information is retrieved based on the search range (Naidoo, Col. 10, Lines 
48-52 and Col. 10, Lines 57-58). 



5 See footnote 1 . 
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It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to include the proximal station and the searching technique as taught by Naidoo into Dedrick system in 
order to search for a particular area using the mailing address. 

Regarding claim 9, Dedrick and Naidoo, in combination, teach all of the claimed subject matter as 
discussed above with respect to claim 8, Naidoo further discloses the technique of obtaining the member 

information including the search range of the user from said center site when the user accesses said service site through said 
center site (Naidoo, Col. 10, Lines 53-63). 

Regarding claim 10, Dedrick and Naidoo, in combination, teach all of the claimed subject matter 
as discussed above with respect to claim 8, Naidoo further discloses the technique of providing information 
specifying the user as a member to said center site so as to obtain the member information including the search range of the 
userfiom said center site (Naidoo, Col. 8, Lines 51-59). 

Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Naidoo [USP 6,629,136 B1] in view of Dedrick [USP 5,717,923]. 

Regarding claim 5, Naidoo teaches all of the claimed subject matter as discussed above 
with respect to claim 1, but fails to teach when the user performs an action at one oj said plurality oj service sites, 
said one of the service sites sends information corresponding to said action performed by the user to said center site, 
Dedrick teaches a system for dynamically customizing electronic information. 

Dedrick further discloses when the user performs an action at one of said plurality of service sites, said one 
oj the servicesites sends information corresponding to said action performed by the user to said center she {Co\. 9, Lines 
35-65). 
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It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to include the step of sending information corresponding to action in order to update 
the user profile. 

Regarding claim 6, Naidoo and Dedrick, in combination, teach all of the claimed subject 
matter as discussed above with respect to claim 5, Dedrick further discloses center she updates the 

member information of the user in said member information database by using said information corresponding to said action 
performed by the user (Dedrick, Col. 9, Lines 32-34). 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

v. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to HUNG Q. PHAM whose telephone number is 571-272-4040. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, TIM T. VO can be reached on 571-272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




HUNG Q PHAM 

Examiner 
Art Unit 2168 



March 8, 2007 



